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indeed the nightmare is over, and they can 
have a future that’s full of promise. 

So we’re here to say to you we’re very 
grateful. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
President Johnson Sirleaf. Liberian peo-

ple just want to thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you. 
President Johnson Sirleaf. And thank 

her—and thank Laura, especially, who was 
there with you. And we’re just so pleased— 
just tell her. 

President Bush. Thank you, Madam 
President. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Situation in or in Relation to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 

October 22, 2008 

On October 27, 2006, by Executive Order 
13413, I declared a national emergency with 
respect to the situation in or in relation to 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and, 
pursuant to the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701– 
1706), ordered related measures blocking the 
property of certain persons contributing to 
the conflict in that country. I took this action 
to deal with the unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the foreign policy of the United 
States constituted by the situation in or in 
relation to the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, which has been marked by wide-
spread violence and atrocities that continue 
to threaten regional stability. 

Because this situation continues to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the for-
eign policy of the United States, the national 
emergency declared on October 27, 2006, 
and the measures adopted on that date to 
deal with that emergency, must continue in 
effect beyond October 27, 2008. Therefore, 
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), 
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13413. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 22, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., October 23, 2008] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on October 24. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to the 
Situation in or in Relation to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
October 22, 2008 

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. 
President:) 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the situa-
tion in or in relation to the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, and the related meas-
ures blocking the property of certain persons 
contributing to the conflict in that country, 
are to continue in effect beyond October 27, 
2008. 

The situation in or in relation to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, which 
has been marked by widespread violence and 
atrocities that continue to threaten regional 
stability and that has been addressed by the 
United Nations Security Council in numer-
ous resolutions, including Resolution 1596 of 
April 18, 2005, Resolution 1649 of December 
21, 2005, Resolution 1698 of July 31, 2006, 
and Resolution 1807 of March 31, 2008, con-
tinues to pose an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the foreign policy of the United 
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